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The group of Dr. Felix Weiss at The German Rheumatology Research Centre (DRFZ), A Leibniz 
Institute, is looking for a: 

PhD Student (m/f/d) 
TVöD-Bund E13 65%, from 01 June 2025 

The Weiss Lab (www.weisslab.berlin) is looking for a PhD student with a background in 
bioinformatics and/or immunology, who is interested in studying the fundamental mechanisms 
that govern inflammation. The position is for an initial period of 3.5 years with the possibility of an 
extension, and a start date of 01 June 2025. 

The Weiss Lab is located within the Systems Rheumatology Department at the German 
Rheumatology Research Centre (DRFZ), A Leibniz Institute. Our lab studies the fundamental 
mechanisms that regulate the inflammatory response. The advertised position will focus on how 
genetic variation can influence inflammatory gene regulation, using animal models as well as 
patient derived iPSCs and primary cells. This is a hybrid wet/dry lab project, and those with 
computational expertise and an interest in developing wet lab skills are particularly encouraged 
to apply. 

The DRFZ is located in the heart of Berlin, with a vibrant scientific community, a wide range of 
research groups, and access to state-of-the-art technologies. The PhD position will be integrated 
into the doctoral environment at the DRFZ, with its own graduate program and access to partner 
programs, bringing together like-minded PhD students from across Berlin, and offering a variety 
of graduate training programs and events. 

Requirements: 

• M.D and/or MSc in immunology, cell biology, bioinformatics, biology or similar. 
• Experience in bioinformatics analysis (eg: bulk and single cell RNAseq, whole exome 

sequencing, ATACseq etc.) and/or cell culture and molecular biology (eg: FACS, ELISA, 
cloning etc.). 

• Organizational skills, willingness to learn, and enthusiasm for science. 
• Fluent in English. 

We offer: 

• A salary according to the German salary scale TVöD-Bund E13, 65%. 
• Integration into a dynamic and exciting research environment focused on impactful 

science, with access to the state-of-the-art technologies and continuous training 
opportunities. 

Your application should include (in one combined pdf): 

• Cover letter, curriculum vitae, list of publications 
• Summary of your previous work experience (max. 1 page) 
• Contact information of 2 references 

This position is open to EU and non-EU candidates. Please send your completed application to 
Dr. Felix Weiss (felix.weiss@drfz.de) by 28th February 2025. 

The DRFZ is committed to being an equal opportunity employer. Applications from 
underrepresented race, ethnicity, gender identity, physical ability and nationality groups, who 
meet the recruitment requirements, are highly encouraged. 


